
WAC 246-100-011  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout chapter 246-100 WAC unless the context clearly re-
quires otherwise:

(1) "Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)" means illness, 
disease, or conditions defined and described by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, U.S. Public Health Service, Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report (MMWR), April 11, 2014, Volume 63, Number RR-03. A copy 
of this publication is available for review at the department and at 
each local health department.

(2) "HIV counseling" means counseling directed toward:
(a) Increasing the individual's understanding of acquired immuno-

deficiency syndrome; and
(b) Assessing the individual's risk of HIV acquisition and trans-

mission; and
(c) Affecting the individual's behavior in ways to reduce the 

risk of acquiring and transmitting HIV infection.
(3) "Anonymous HIV testing" means that the name or identity of 

the individual tested for HIV will not be recorded or linked to the 
HIV test result. However, once the individual testing positive re-
ceives HIV health care or treatment services, reporting of the identi-
ty of the individual to the state or local public health officer is 
required.

(4) "Board" means the Washington state board of health.
(5) "Case" means a person, alive or dead, having been diagnosed 

to have a particular disease or condition by a health care provider 
with diagnosis based on clinical or laboratory criteria or both.

(6) "Child day care facility" means an agency regularly providing 
care for a group of children for less than twenty-four hours a day and 
subject to licensing under chapter 74.15 RCW.

(7) "Communicable disease" means an illness caused by an infec-
tious agent which can be transmitted from one person, animal, or ob-
ject to another person by direct or indirect means including transmis-
sion via an intermediate host or vector, food, water, or air.

(8) "Confidential HIV testing" means that the name or identity of 
the individual tested for HIV will be recorded and linked to the HIV 
test result, and that the name of the individual testing positive for 
HIV will be reported to the state or local health officer in a private 
manner.

(9) "Contaminated" or "contamination" means containing or having 
contact with infectious agents or chemical or radiological materials 
that pose an immediate threat to present or future public health.

(10) "Contamination control measures" means the management of 
persons, animals, goods, and facilities that are contaminated, or sus-
pected to be contaminated, in a manner to avoid human exposure to the 
contaminant, prevent the contaminant from spreading, and/or effect de-
contamination.

(11) "Department" means the Washington state department of 
health.

(12) "Detention" or "detainment" means physical restriction of 
activities of an individual by confinement for the purpose of control-
ling or preventing a serious and imminent threat to public health and 
may include physical plant, facilities, equipment, and/or personnel to 
physically restrict activities of the individual to accomplish such 
purposes.

(13) "Disease control measures" means the management of persons, 
animals, goods, and facilities that are infected with, suspected to be 
infected with, exposed to, or suspected to be exposed to an infectious 

Certified on 10/25/2019 WAC 246-100-011 Page 1



agent in a manner to prevent transmission of the infectious agent to 
humans.

(14) "Health care facility" means:
(a) Any facility or institution licensed under chapter 18.20 RCW, 

assisted living facilities, chapter 18.46 RCW, birthing centers, chap-
ter 18.51 RCW, nursing homes, chapter 70.41 RCW, hospitals, or chapter 
71.12 RCW, private establishments, clinics, or other settings where 
one or more health care providers practice; and

(b) In reference to a sexually transmitted disease, other set-
tings as defined in chapter 70.24 RCW.

(15) "Health care provider" means any person having direct or su-
pervisory responsibility for the delivery of health care who is:

(a) Licensed or certified in this state under Title 18 RCW; or
(b) Is military personnel providing health care within the state 

regardless of licensure.
(16) "HIV testing" means conducting a laboratory test or sequence 

of tests to detect the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or antibod-
ies to HIV performed in accordance with requirements to WAC 
246-100-207. To assure that the protection, including but not limited 
to, pre- and post-test counseling, and confidentiality afforded to HIV 
testing as described in chapter 246-100 WAC also applies to the enu-
meration of CD4 + (T4) lymphocyte counts (CD4 + counts) and CD4 + (T4) 
percents of total lymphocytes (CD4 + percents) when used to diagnose 
HIV infection, CD4 + counts and CD4 + percents will be presumed HIV 
testing except when shown by clear and convincing evidence to be for 
use in the following circumstances:

(a) Monitoring previously diagnosed infection with HIV;
(b) Monitoring organ or bone marrow transplants;
(c) Monitoring chemotherapy;
(d) Medical research; or
(e) Diagnosis or monitoring of congenital immunodeficiency states 

or autoimmune states not related to HIV.
The burden of proving the existence of one or more of the circum-

stances identified in (a) through (e) of this subsection shall be on 
the person asserting such existence.

(17) "Infectious agent" means an organism such as a virus, rick-
ettsia, bacteria, fungus, protozoan, or helminth that is capable of 
producing infection or infectious disease.

(18) "Isolation" means the separation, for the period of commu-
nicability or contamination, of infected or contaminated persons or 
animals from others in such places and under such conditions as to 
prevent or limit the direct or indirect transmission of the infectious 
agent or contaminant from those infected or contaminated to those who 
are susceptible or who may spread the agent or contaminant to others.

(19) "Local health department" means the city, town, county, or 
district agency providing public health services to persons within the 
area, as provided in chapter 70.05 RCW and chapter 70.08 RCW.

(20) "Local health officer" means the individual having been ap-
pointed under chapter 70.05 RCW as the health officer for the local 
health department, or having been appointed under chapter 70.08 RCW as 
the director of public health of a combined city-county health depart-
ment, or his or her delegee appointed by the local board of health.

(21) "Nosocomial infection" means an infection acquired in a hos-
pital or other health care facility.

(22) "Outbreak" means the occurrence of cases of a disease or 
condition in any area over a given period of time in excess of the ex-
pected number of cases.
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(23) "Post-test counseling" means counseling after the HIV test 
when results are provided and directed toward:

(a) Increasing the individual's understanding of human immunode-
ficiency virus (HIV) infection;

(b) Affecting the individual's behavior in ways to reduce the 
risk of acquiring and transmitting HIV infection;

(c) Encouraging the individual testing positive to notify persons 
with whom there has been contact capable of spreading HIV;

(d) Assessing emotional impact of HIV test results; and
(e) Appropriate referral for other community support services.
(24) "Pretest counseling" means counseling provided prior to HIV 

testing and aimed at:
(a) Helping an individual to understand:
(i) Ways to reduce the risk of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 

transmission;
(ii) The nature, purpose, and potential ramifications of HIV 

testing;
(iii) The significance of the results of HIV testing; and
(iv) The dangers of HIV infection; and
(b) Assessing the individual's ability to cope with the results 

of HIV testing.
(25) "Principal health care provider" means the attending physi-

cian or other health care provider recognized as primarily responsible 
for diagnosis and treatment of a patient or, in the absence of such, 
the health care provider initiating diagnostic testing or therapy for 
a patient.

(26) "Quarantine" means the limitation of freedom of movement of 
such well persons or domestic animals as have been exposed to, or are 
suspected to have been exposed to, an infectious agent, for a period 
of time not longer than the longest usual incubation period of the in-
fectious agent, in such manner as to prevent effective contact with 
those not so exposed.

(27) "School" means a facility for programs of education as de-
fined in RCW 28A.210.070 (preschool and kindergarten through grade 
twelve).

(28) "Sexually transmitted disease (STD)" means a bacterial, vi-
ral, fungal, or parasitic disease or condition which is usually trans-
mitted through sexual contact, including:

(a) Acute pelvic inflammatory disease;
(b) Chancroid;
(c) Chlamydia trachomatis infection;
(d) Genital and neonatal herpes simplex;
(e) Genital human papilloma virus infection;
(f) Gonorrhea;
(g) Granuloma inguinale;
(h) Hepatitis B infection;
(i) Human immunodeficiency virus infection (HIV) and acquired im-

munodeficiency syndrome (AIDS);
(j) Lymphogranuloma venereum;
(k) Nongonococcal urethritis (NGU); and
(l) Syphilis.
(29) "Spouse" means any individual who is the marriage partner of 

an HIV-infected individual, or who has been the marriage partner of 
the HIV-infected individual within the ten-year period prior to the 
diagnosis of HIV-infection, and evidence exists of possible exposure 
to HIV.
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(30) "State health officer" means the person designated by the 
secretary of the department to serve as statewide health officer, or, 
in the absence of such designation, the person having primary respon-
sibility for public health matters in the state.

(31) "Suspected case" or "suspected to be infected" means the lo-
cal health officer, in his or her professional judgment, reasonably 
believes that infection with a particular infectious agent is likely 
based on signs and symptoms, laboratory evidence, or contact with an 
infected individual, animal, or contaminated environment.

(32) "Veterinarian" means an individual licensed under provisions 
of chapter 18.92 RCW, veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry and 
practicing animal health care.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.24.380. WSR 18-23-056, § 246-100-011, 
filed 11/15/18, effective 12/16/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 70.24.130 
and 2012 c 10. WSR 14-08-046, § 246-100-011, filed 3/27/14, effective 
4/27/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 70.24.130 and 70.24.380. WSR 
05-11-110, § 246-100-011, filed 5/18/05, effective 6/18/05. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 43.20.050 (2)(d), 70.05.050 and 70.05.060. WSR 
03-06-003, § 246-100-011, filed 2/19/03, effective 2/19/03. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 43.20.050. WSR 00-23-120, § 246-100-011, filed 
11/22/00, effective 12/23/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 70.24.022, 
[70.24].340 and Public Law 104-146. WSR 97-15-099, § 246-100-011, 
filed 7/21/97, effective 7/21/97. Statutory Authority: Chapter 70.24 
RCW. WSR 93-08-036 (Order 354B), § 246-100-011, filed 4/1/93, effec-
tive 5/2/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050 and 70.24.130. WSR 
92-02-019 (Order 225B), § 246-100-011, filed 12/23/91, effective 
1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050. WSR 91-02-051 (Order 
124B), recodified as § 246-100-011, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. 
Statutory Authority: Chapter 70.24 RCW. WSR 89-07-095 (Order 325), § 
248-100-011, filed 3/22/89; WSR 88-17-057 (Order 317), § 248-100-011, 
filed 8/17/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050. WSR 88-07-063 (Or-
der 308), § 248-100-011, filed 3/16/88; WSR 87-11-047 (Order 302), § 
248-100-011, filed 5/19/87.]
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